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 Virginia City Nevada    March 10th 1873 
 
    My Dear Sister Becca, 
    Your last  
kind and affectionate letter I  
duly received.  I trust that you  
will forgive my delay in not wri- 
ting and answering your letter  
before.  I am glad to think that  
little Freddie is getting better.  I  
have received several letters  
lately ^from˅ sisters Hattie Carrie and  
Mary, the latter two complain  
of your not writing.  They however  
do not know of your troubles  
or else would excuse you.  Carrie  
says that her two girls are now  
teaching schools.  Events, and  
sad ones, have been crowding  
upon one another in our family  
of late, the last in the death of  
our poor Brother Willie, in a  
strange land, and with only  
strangers to care for him.  I wrote  
to Andrew, Brother Henry & Sister 
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Carry, day before yesterday  
and to sister Hattie and you  
today.  I received a letter from  
sister Hattie today, she says  
that people there are very  
kind to Chattie and her.   
It appears that they enjoy  
the companionship of Miss  
Mathewson, their old friend.   
I am going to send the dear  
girls some papers.  I have  
not much of interest to convey  



at present.  The Epizootic has  
reached this city, and people  
are sending for oxen to do work  
as most of the horses are laid up.   
The Ladies of this town clubbed  
and formed an amateur co.  
and successfully acted the  
Opereta of the Naiad Queen  
very successfully to several  
large audiences and raised $1100  
towards the building fund of the  
new Methodist church of  
this city. Mr. McGrath, pastor.   
Mining & milling operations are 
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continued with great activity.   
Stocks are considerably broken  
at present. the game is with  
large operators to swallow  
all the small fish, raise the  
stock and then sell out again.   
I intend to get out and stay  
out this spring.  Andrew has  
been unfortunate in his invest- 
ments but he is courageous &  
active industrious and honest  
& will eventually succeed.   
I feel confident that he will.   
You will please give my best  
respects to all Mrs. Jack’s  
people, also to all enquiring  
friends.  Accounts from the  
head waters of the Yellow  
stone in Montana are favour- 
able as they have struck new  
& rich diggings, and work is  
promising to be abundant &  
remunerative.  However I do  
not think that I will decide  
yet for 6 or 7 weeks what  
course I will take.  I may go 
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East and see you all, God  
willing, but do not know  
yet whether I can or not.   
We have had about one  
month’s winter or five weeks 
& not very severe at that.   
Spring is beginning to put  
in an appearance.  We expect  
a stagnation in business for  
a while on a/c of the Horse  
disease, but people here are  
very energetic and equal to  
most any occasion requiring 
activity, energy, and money.   
The spotted fever combined  
with pneumonia has appear- 
ed in Tehama xCal.x with great  
Fatality, but people have  
taken great precaution  
to prevent the spread of the  
disease.  Please write soon and  
Believe me as ever  
 your most sincere & loving  
  Brother, 
       J.D. DeWitt 
P.S.  Love to  
Dolly 
Freddy and A & you.  J.D. DW 
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