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Virginia City Nevada June 18/71
Dear Sister Becca,
This is the third
Sabbath that I have attended
Church in this place, in the
first Presbyterian Church C Street
Rev’d W.W. Macomber the text today
was 15th chapter of St. John and
defining the Christians Faith
& hope in the Redeemer, the
foreman has been kind enough
to give me leave of absence
on each Sabbath that I have
asked him so that this makes
the third Sabbath that I have
attended the services in the
house of the Lord since my
arrival in this country, once
since the news of the death of
our poor dear old mother,
I humbly trust that you may
all be in the Divine Keeping,
and I trust that the time is not
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far distant when the People
in this State may be brought
to a sense of their sin and
make it a Statute the observance of the Lord’s day, they are
already beginning by some
of the proprietors giving the men
half of the Sabbath. The minister
announced today that the Sabbath
School scholars, teachers & leaders &
(also to be joined by members

of the Church) a pic nic to
Carson Valley at reduced rates.
I trust that the new and increased
facilities for Railway passage &
transit may be within your
means before long of visiting
this coast, as I expected it
may possibly by a long while
before I see Canada again.
The hand of our Creator is
every^where˅ visible in the singular
earthly formations of this coast.
You will be kind enough to give
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my kindest regards to all proved
friends. I do not wish to harbour
feelings of enmity towards any
one but to those who have
allowed their covetousness
to wrong me I desire to remain
in forgetfulness. I hope that your
prospects are better than in the
beginning of spring for a crop.
I wrote to Sister Mary a few
days ago and also to Brother
Henry. I have not had time for
an answer from Sister Mary,
but should have had an answer from Henry before this.
Remember me most particularly
to all at your place, and if
ever I do go back to Canada
I intend to have means,
to be able to take care of myself and
have a ballance left to my
credit. Otherwise, I shall never
go back upon that you may
depend. I intend to work as
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industriously and honestly as
I can possibly do, and I already
have the respect of my employer
and trust that with the Divine
Will I shall always act truthfully
& honestly and not leave it in
the power of anyone to rob
me of my hard earnings. You
may believe me that when I
was oblidged to leave my poor
old suffering Mother and come
to this coast for a living it
went pretty hard as a recompense
for trying to help a Brother, but
I do not want to harbour enmity
only I desire to subside into forgetfulness from such, in the
mean time please kiss Little Dolly
and Freddy for me and there is no
ones that I would desire to see than
those that remained at the old place
including Andrew when I left
trusting that the Almighty may abundantly bless you all I remain
as ever yours affectionately
J.D. DeWitt
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I would like to hear from Andrew
and know if he had advertised that
dissolution of partnership between
John and I as I wrote to him to
he will be pleased to do so and send
the bill, I shall endeavour to send
him papers from this coast.
J.D. DeW

