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Virginia City Nevada March 8th 1872
Dear Sister Becca,
I have now worked
pretty nearly six months in the same
place & was prepared last month to
send $300 to Andrew to invest in
Montreal Bank Stock. But, owing
to the snow blockade on the Central
& Union Pacific R. Roads I took my
money & invested in mining stocks
in the Comstock mines to the amt
of $550. I bought 5 shares in the Chollar
Potosi mine which will bring me a
dividend of $5 pr month and 5
shares in Alpha at $30 pr share
which is likely to run up to $200
pr share. I received yours of some
time in Jan’y containing John Jack’s
address in Kansas. Please give
Andrew my thanks for his kind
attention to my affairs and tell
him that that as far as he writes
me it is in every satisfaction.
If I can make a good thing of
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staying & working in this State I intend to return
to Canada God willing in about two years and
hope & trust that those two girls will be properly
provided for (I mean Hattie & Chattie). Were I in your
place, I would not leave them to the tender mercies
of John or in fact of any of the male department
of our family. Chattie will be the most difficult one
to get along with, but I can assure you that if she falls
into John’s snares she need look for no help from
me. Please inform her to that effect for me, and tell

her that I make my purposes more fixed than I used
to do & that I intend to act justly by all persons
with the Divine help. I trust that Andrew will
find both Hattie’s & Chattie’s money so that they may
not depend on the cold charities of this miserable
world. I hope that Chattie particularly will bear
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my request in mind. I gave my signature
in the full confidence that Andrew
would do what was right by the
girls and at the same time not placing
my confidence whatever in John
so that I will look to Andrew to do
what is right & just & have full confidence that he will do so. I am
sorry that I could not have written
at an earlier date on account of
the snow blockade. I will do anything dear Becca that will tend
to benefit you, consistent with
reason. I believe that your health
would be benefited by the beautiful
climate of California or the Pacific
Coast. You speak of the morals of
the people of California. I must
say that the women are treated
with all deference & respect
where they keep their places,
also that the moral tone is
receiving great improvement
as is evidenced to me on a good
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many ways. for instance, the ramblers and
hoodlums or petty thieves & scamps of San

Francisco are receiving heavy justice at the
hands of Judge Lauderback & other Judges
of San Francisco. And, in full, the general tone
is more satisfactory altogether to law abiding
citizens & foreigners. I will do anything
for you if you desire really to move to the Pacific
Coast. Mendocino County California is a
most delightful place, so also is Los Angeles
with the exception of the two months, part of
June, July & August when the heat is sometimes intense. The grass is green the year round in
most parts of the State of California. The
people call Nevada a hard State to live
in in the winter. You can have no possible
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idea of the difference between here
and Canada during winter months.
I never enjoyed better health than
I have in this State, and the
wages there is no possible comparison.
The least money in circulation here
is [?] bill here and that in
coin. Our mines have run up to
an almost incredible value
and all the available water
power is brought to utility in
crushing the ores. This state
promises well for the next two
years for carpenters at from
$5 pr day to $7 pr day and from $8 to
$10 for foreman. Please accept my
love and also give love to all
inquiring brothers & sisters and
I would like to have you and
Andrew & yours, the girls &
Dolly & Freddies likenesses
as soon as practicable and
I expect with the Divine Will
to go to Canada in two years
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& intend to bring gold & silver specimens
when I go. If you should see Mr. McNaughton
& Mr. Davidson also Mrs. Jack & Jane and
Robert Lang please give my respects. Tell
Fred & Dolly that I will not forget them.
I remain
Yours most affectionately,
J.D. DeWitt

