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Virginia City Nevada Dec 6th 1871
My dear Sister Becca,
I am thankful to you
for your thoughtfulness and kindness in writing to me. I have today added another $100
to my earnings in Bank, and I look forward
to the time when I will not be necessitated to do
drudgery. I am thankful to our Heavenly Father
and giver of all good gifts for health and strength
to enable me to go on with my work. The boarding
house I told you of in my last is conducted
on fair and equitable principles and is a joint stock
affair with satisfaction to all connected and
commands a [?] if it was put to market we have every luxury that this coast can
afford. My dear sister, if you knew of the
beautiful climate, soil and productions of this
coast particularly of Los Angeles California
you could not be paid to live in any other
part of the world. We now have on our tables
wild duck, wild goose, trout, antelope, elk,
Buffalo moose Beef pork, potatoes, apples, grapes
in great abundance and beautiful to look at
money is abundant and business pushed
right up to the mark. You may perhaps get
some idea of the magnitude of the work at
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which I am engaged when the Dam containing
375,000 ft of lumber and the cost is about $20,000
the flume and tressle work supporting the same
is about 1 mile in length and calculated to
have the cars run on top of all from the Virginia & Truckee R.R. with quartz rock from
the different mines in this city and mines
adjoining to the Eureka Mill in future to
bear the name of the Union Mills, if you saw
the avalanche of rock descending the steep

slopes of the banks of the Carson River, and
heard the roar of noise occasioned by the fall
of rock you would be astonished at the work
of man. but how much more are the works
of our kind & Beneficent Creator exhibited
in this strange land. The winter has set in
pretty severely (thought so by people here) resembling our October weather. Cold nights
but with very hot sun in day. A French Canadian
from St. Isidore, 21 years of age by name of [R?]
was drowned at the dam the 27 Nov and it
was dry in the morning of the same day as we
had let on the water that day and closed the
dam. I trust that you will excuse this as
I thought that I could not have room on one
of the mourning sheets to tell you all I wanted
to tell you. I am thankful to you for the
news & that you are all well. Please tell
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Andrew to put $100 in Montreal Bank in my name
& the bal $16 and some cents he can give Hattie
Chattie each $5 and the remaining 6 for Dolly
and Freddie for New Years gifts ^out of my sale notes^. I received
your kind letter of Nov 21st and was gratified
to hear the news it contained except about
poor Aunt DeWitt. Please convey my kindest
wishes to all the family with whom you may
chance to communicate. also please give my
best regards and love to all at home at the
old place and as the roads may not all be
blacked up until this reach you before the
Holydays possibly, accept the season’s best
compliments from me. I have to draw to a
close and may possibly have more time to
write the coming month and a better place
to write in.
I remain, as ever
yours most affectionately,
JD DeWitt
P.S.

Remember me to
the little ones
particularly JDDW
I send several papers
JDDW

